
 

 

November 11, 2024 

 

The Honorable Christine E. Wormuth 

Secretary of the U.S. Army 

c/o Staff Action Control Office  

Department of Defense 

 

Via e-mail: usarmy.pentagon.hqda-oaa.other.oaa-saco-mailbox@army.mil  

 

Dear Secretary Wormuth: 

 

Thank you in advance for your time. I’m writing on behalf of People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals—PETA entities have more than 9 million 

members and supporters globally. As you will recall, we sent letters to you 

dated September 29, 2022,1 and March 13, 2023,2 in which we criticized the 

disturbing decision by the U.S. Army Medical Research and Development 

Command to reverse past precedent and now explicitly permit weapon-

wounding experiments on dogs, cats, marine animals, and nonhuman primates. 

 

Enclosed is a new letter signed by more than 250 U.S. Army veterans who 

are joining our call to urge you to renew the ban on weapon-wounding 

tests on these species and to no longer permit the wounding of any animals 

with weapons for medical research, development, testing, or evaluation. 

 

Thank you for considering this important issue. You can contact me directly at 

MaggieW@peta.org. I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Maggie Wiśniewska, Ph.D. 

Science Policy Advisor 

International Laboratory Methods Division 

Laboratory Investigations Department 

 

Enclosure 

Letter from U.S. Army veterans 

 

 
1Wiśniewska M. Letter from PETA to Secretary Christine Wormuth. PETA.org. September 29, 

2022. Accessed November 7, 2024. https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022-

09-29-request-to-army-re-reinstating-ban-on-wound-labs-1.pdf. 
2Wiśniewska M. Letter from PETA to Secretaries Austin and Wormuth. PETA.org. March 13, 

2023. Accessed November 7, 2024. https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/2023-

03-13-letter-to-secdef-and-secarmy-re-havana-syndrome-animal-tests-1.pdf. 
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November 11, 2024 

 

The Honorable Christine E. Wormuth 

Secretary of the U.S. Army 

 

Dear Secretary Wormuth: 

 

Thank you for your leadership and dedicated service to our country. As veterans, we’re shocked 

to learn that the U.S. Army is allowing cruel weapon-wounding tests on dogs, cats, marine 

mammals, nonhuman primates, and other animals. We respectfully ask that you prohibit the 

Army’s weapon-wounding tests on all animals in favor of human-relevant, animal-free methods. 

 

The U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Command’s Policy 84 now explicitly allows 

“[t]he purchase or use of dogs, cats, nonhuman primates, or marine mammals to inflict wounds 

upon using a weapon for the purpose of conducting medical research, development, testing, or 

evaluation.” When People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) recently sought relevant 

public records related to these experiments, the Army confirmed the existence of at least one 

such protocol for weapon-wounding testing on animals but refused to release it, claiming that it’s 

“classified … ‘in the interest of national defense or foreign policy.’” 

 

Earlier this year, Politico reported that the Pentagon had exposed monkeys to “pulsed radio 

frequency” directed energy weapons (DEW) and that the Army had awarded $750,000 to Wayne 

State University through September 2023 to inflict brain injuries on 48 ferrets using radio wave 

DEWs, both to study anomalous health incidents associated with Havana syndrome. In addition 

to differences in traumatic brain injury and wound healing that exist between humans and other 

animals, the DEW-Havana syndrome premise has been rejected by multiple U.S. intelligence 

agencies. 

 

The Army’s decision to allow weapon-wounding tests on animals is a stark reversal of past bans. 

In 1983, then Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger issued the first-ever permanent ban on the 

shooting of dogs and cats in wound labs after PETA exposed one such Army plan to shoot dogs, 

goats, and other animals with high-powered weapons in order to inflict injuries. In 2005, the 

Army’s Regulation 40-33 prohibited the use of dogs, cats, other primates, and marine mammals 

in “[r]esearch conducted for development of biological, chemical, or nuclear weapons.” 

 

We stand with the more than 64,000 people who have already called on top brass to end weapon-

wounding testing on all animals. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

 

Very respectfully, 

 

 

John LaPolla 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joe Lenzo 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

Stephen Adkins 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Merri Foster 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 



Joe Kotulic 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Sharon Heitz 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Eric Yurkanin 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Gary Richmond 

Private E-2, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Anne-Mari Gavin 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Charles Bonta 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Daniel Marshall 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Terry Kayser 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Monika Lutz 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carl Jones 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Ivan Lo Vecchio 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Leah Olszewski 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Vanessa Bartley 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Stanley Hutchison 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Charles De Block 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Angela Celli Jones 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bonnie Scudder 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Michael McCurdy 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nasrin Mazuji 

Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tom Ramos 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Paul R. Cook 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Rene Alvarez 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Regina Romo 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Raymond Cano 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Ronald Christenson 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Julian Leatherwood 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Susan Widman 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joseph Germani 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tracy Whitcomb 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dale Clark 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Dominika Chmielecka 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Richard Enriquez 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joan Lorenz 

Private E-3, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bill Carlson 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Thomas Strubbe 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Pat Rimestad 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Steven Whitmore 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Peter Bailey 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Donald Campopiano 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bebby Dennis 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dianna Pippins 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bob Tintle 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

David Jallo 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tim Nona 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Daniel Nieves 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Joseph Albin 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Karen Lavee-Myers 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

C.L. Callahan 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bradley Weaver 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Beverly Ganzak 

Private First Class, U.S. Army 

 

Alan Michels 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

David Walker 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Steve Hatch 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bill Richards 

Master Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Philip Grundlehner 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Roy Vanderleelie 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lydia Rivera 

Private E-2, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Daniel Troyo 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Deidre Harp 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jennifer Valentine 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Cindy Chuplis 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Linda Gallaher 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kelly Rutherford 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Philip Hollman 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jon Maller 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Steve Green 

Corporal, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nick Percival 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

John Vernon Peterson 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Ava Bianchino 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joseph Pasternak 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

John Koerner 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Gina Petty 

Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robert Mammon 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jane Van Haaften 

Staff Sergeant E-6, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jerry Andrews 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Ginger Howard 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bruno De Block 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Paul Turner 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

David Magda 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Terry Henegar 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Michael Satterfield 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Charlotte DuBois 

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Keith Hofmann 

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lucille Forrest 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jerry Banks 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Arnold Goldstein 

Staff Sergeant (E-6), U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Paul Mistretta 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Sheri Burrow 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jerry Mawhorter 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kevin Lee 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Danny Hardy 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lindsey Peeples 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robert Bursick 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bruce Smith 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Herman Spinelli 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robert Pittman 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bethany Dusenberry 

Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Amarlie Heyne 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Laurie Martino 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Adriana Grados 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joanne Shumway 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Russell Milazzo 

Captain (O-3), U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Pedro Borrero 

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Murray Stravers 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Maureen Magnifico 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Gary Stickel 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Elsa Knutson 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Keith Pence 

Private E-2, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robin Kehler 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kathleen Pottkotter 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tracy Lewis 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joe R 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carlos Cohen 

First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jonathan Harrison 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bonnie Nelson 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Michelle Walthour 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bryon Wood 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dawn Petty 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joseph Dangelo 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tracy Fresh 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Judith Weber 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Boyd Hore 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Valarie Snell 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Stockton Garver 

Specialist E-6, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Alexander Eley 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Susan Harrison 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Edward Rengers 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nichole Rizzico 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Mark Masten 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Charlene Attayi 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Linda Sigmund 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robin Swope 

Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

William Betz 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Juanita G 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Richard Swain 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Charles Coddington 

Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army Veteran  

 

Steven Hoffman 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Mo Mik 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Randall Harville 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Linda Minton 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Russell Jacobsson 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

David Miller 

Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Susan Beattie 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Brenda Parada 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Cathy Reynolds 

First Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jim Rogers 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Hortensia Montesino 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Sandra Weyerman 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jim Loveland 

Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Stewart Casey 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Nanciann Rogers 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Cathy Reynolds 

First Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Ruth Vickers 

Master Sergeant E-8, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jason Matthes 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Leigh Ashman 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Linda Meeks 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Rose Garza 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Chris Honsberger 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Patti Mossa 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Arnaldo Antonio Rodriguez Martinez 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lisa Pennington 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

George Squyres 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Peggy Tillman 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Randall Ward 

Corporal, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kay Smith 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Paula Fidelman 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Angela Williamson 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Karen Ball 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Armando Diaz 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Eric Daniels 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Amber Thyes 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kimberly Promutico 

Second Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Elena Adelanova 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nilda Gutierrez 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Ann Lundgren 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

John Noone 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Madeline Horn 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nina Sampson 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Karena Klock 

Sergeant Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jean Dufresne 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Tina Kim 

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Sonia D Abbraccio 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Amanda Maughmer 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Anita Burton 

Specialist E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Stacey Fulton 

Master Sergeant E-8, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carol Johnson 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Valery Burks 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kelly Dixon 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Rebecca Roberts 

Sergeant E-5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jay Griffiths 

Private E-3, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Christina Stone 

Private E-3, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Claudelle Key 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carolyn M. Teschic 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Madeline Zacek 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Wanda Brown 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Jill Gale 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Michelle Freeman 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dana Zornes 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Gary Laine 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Deborah Bandzerewicz 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Mike Grunblatt 

Chief Warrant Officer 3, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Shelley Mahood 

Colonel, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

James Pflumm 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

James Malone 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

John Howard 

Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Shane Templeman 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bonnie McDaniel 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Alexi Burgess 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Jeannie McCullough 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dawn Comer 

Master Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Nora Marino, Esq. 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Larry Frey 

Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Nick David 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

William Cummins 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Clifford Provost 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Donna Brown 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Al Valenzuela 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Steven Bindman 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Sophie Vanmalleghem 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carolyn O’Connor 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Carla Gunn 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kathleen Clements 

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Robbin McKnight 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Harvey Butter 

Specialist Fifth Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kathy Miriello 

Staff Sergeant E-6, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 

Bernard Cullen 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Catherine Barrett 

Master Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Olivier Leroy 

Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Steve Stales 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Bill Staley 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Laird Lorenz 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lau Carl 

General, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Shirley Madison 

Specialist 5, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

John Wertin 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Yvette Perry 

Private E-3, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Kevin Dwyer 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Dan Stone 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Margaret Roebuck 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Doug Frazer 

Sergeant First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Paul Tramontano 

Specialist 4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

 



Dennis Lyday 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Courtney Beck 

First Lieutenant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Laura Regan 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Susan Perzel 

Major, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Patricia Andring 

Captain, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

James Price 

Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

James Neumann 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Joel Borzotta 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Lori Angelo 

Private First Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Tiffany Kellett 

Staff Sergeant, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Gary Devlin 

Specialist, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Caterina Angileri 

Private, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Diane Francello 

Specialist Fourth Class, U.S. Army Veteran 

 

Peter Wash 

Specialist E-4, U.S. Army Veteran 


