
 

 

 

October 11, 2024 

 

Mathew Green, MP 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, Ontario, 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

Matthew.Green@parl.gc.ca 

 

Laurel Collins, MP 

House of Commons  

Ottawa, Ontario, 

Canada 

K1A 0A6 

Laurel.Collins@parl.gc.ca 

 

Dear MP Green and MP Collins,  

 

I’m writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals—PETA 

entities have more than 9 million members and supporters globally, including 

more than 495,000 in Canada. On August 10, 2024, a cargo plane carrying 

monkeys destined for use in experimentation landed at Montréal-Mirabel 

International Airport, defying the Canadian Transportation Agency’s refusal to 

issue a landing permit. The plane, operated by SkyTaxi and chartered by Charles 

River Laboratories, had departed more than 48 hours earlier from Phnom Penh, 

Cambodia. In wooden crates, stacked one atop the other, were 680 long-tailed 

macaques (Macaca fascicularis), classified as endangered by the International 

Union of the Conservation of Nature (IUCN). The pain, suffering, and terror that 

these self-aware, highly social, and emotional typically one- to two-year-old 

macaques endure is undeniable and well documented, as is the consistent failure 

of experiments that rely on the monkeys to result in safe and reliable drugs and 

treatments to improve human health. 

 

We have since learned that Charles River Laboratories’ SkyTaxi charters 

violated the Canada Transportation Act each time they operated their 

international goods charter, from Phnom Penh, Cambodia to Montréal, Canada, 

because they had failed to obtain the required charter permit, thereby 

contravening section 21 of the Air Transportation Regulations. SOR/88-58 

(ATR). 

 

Charles River 

Laboratories’ SkyTaxi 

Charters to Canada 

Number of 

Cambodian-origin 

Monkeys 

Declared Value of the 

Shipments 

April 11, 2024 680  $13,233,528 

June 8, 2024 620  $12,775,995 

Aug. 10, 2024 680  $13,299,352 

mailto:Matthew.Green@parl.gc.ca
mailto:Laurel.Collins@parl.gc.ca
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uorZidd7duc
https://otc-cta.gc.ca/eng/enforcement-action/sky-taxi-sp-z-oo-carrying-business-skytaxi
https://otc-cta.gc.ca/eng/enforcement-action/sky-taxi-sp-z-oo-carrying-business-skytaxi


https://ir.criver.com/static-files/58e91508-c42f-4e47-ae4a-2e7f6a743b57
https://ir.criver.com/static-files/58e91508-c42f-4e47-ae4a-2e7f6a743b57
https://ir.criver.com/static-files/58e91508-c42f-4e47-ae4a-2e7f6a743b57
https://ir.criver.com/static-files/58e91508-c42f-4e47-ae4a-2e7f6a743b57
https://ir.criver.com/static-files/58e91508-c42f-4e47-ae4a-2e7f6a743b57
https://otc-cta.gc.ca/eng/ruling/a-2023-116
https://otc-cta.gc.ca/eng/ruling/a-2023-116
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violations of the Canada Transportation Act and possible violation of IATA regulations requiring 

that, “Before any package containing live animals is tendered for transport by air, the shipper must 

ensure that: the animals being tendered for transportation are not prohibited by governments,” as 

well as possible falsification of documents, the decision now for the Canadian CITES Management 

Authority is whether or not to invalidate the Cambodian CITES export permits that these 1,980 

macaques traveled on.  

   

Primate Importation and Climate Change Contrbute to the Emergence of Melioidosis1 and 

Spillover of Other Disease 

Canada’s involvement in the wildlife trade of 

monkeys from Cambodia also places it directly 

in the path of pathogen spillover. A study 

published in 2023, “An analysis of Canada's 

declared live wildlife imports and implications 

for zoonotic disease risk” by Canadian 

scientists examined wildlife imported between 

2014-2020. The authors pointed to biosecurity 

challenges at the Canadian border and the lack 

of coordination between Canadian agencies, 

which collectively hinder the accurate 

assessment of zoonotic disease risk associated 

with live wildlife importations.  

 

In 2022, at least five monkeys imported from 

Cambodia who had entered the U.S. were 

released from quarantine, after the importers 

failed to notice that the monkeys were 

harboring Burkholderia pseudomallei, a 

bacteria found in the environment in Southeast 

Asia and classified in the U.S. as a 

bioterrorism agent capable of posing a severe threat to human and nonhuman animal health. The 

pathogen can be shed in urine, feces, blood, saliva, and pus and can become established in soil and 

water. Scientists around the globe are raising concerns about the likelihood that climate change, 

severe weather events, and the trade in primates will increase the risk of the bacteria becoming 

established in new environments.  

 

The lethality of Burkholderia pseudomallei cannot be overstated. Melioidosis, the disease caused by 

the bacterium, can manifest in various forms in both monkeys and humans, ranging from mild 

localized infections to severe systemic illness with a high mortality rate if left untreated. 

Compounding the challenge, infection with Burkholderia pseudomallei can mimic other, more 

common diseases, leading to misdiagnosis and delayed treatment. 

 

Between 2019 and 2023, monkeys imported for experimentation into the U.S. arrived infected with 

Macacine herpesvirus 1 (herpes B), a highly pathogenic zoonotic virus; Mycobacteria tuberculosis, 

M. bovis, M. caprae, M. orygis, the causative agents of tuberculosis; and deadly gastrointestinal 

 
1 Source Drivers of melioidosis endemicity: epidemiological transition, zoonosis, and climate change  

Current Opinion in Infectious Diseases35(3):196-204, June 2022. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/org/science/article/pii/S2371167123001242
https://www.sciencedirect.com/org/science/article/pii/S2371167123001242
https://www.sciencedirect.com/org/science/article/pii/S2371167123001242
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9827603/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9827603/
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Melioidosis_NASPHV_Notification-2.22.22.pdf
https://mednexus.org/doi/full/10.1016/j.bsheal.2022.05.005
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Tuberculosis_NHP_Health-Alert_NASPHV_July2023.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/cdc-disease-reports-22-00828-final-response-package-peta.pdf


https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/cdc-disease-reports-22-00828-final-response-package-peta.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC11442260/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC11442260/
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Melioidosis_NASPHV_Notification-2.22.22.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/Tuberculosis_NHP_Health-Alert_NASPHV_July2023.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9308647/
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areas around the sleeping tree to isolate the troop and capture as many members as possible. 

Macaques destined for Canada are boxed up at monkey factory farms like Charles Rivers’ supplier 

K-F Cambodia. Earlier this year the IUCN Species Survival Committee Conservation Planning 

Specialist Group released a population viability analysis which showed that removing adult female 

long-tailed macaques, the preferred target for trappers, from their native habitat leads to 

plummeting populations that are difficult, if not impossible, to recover. If this is not stopped, 

Cambodia’s forests will be entirely emptied of long-tailed macaques within a decade.  

 

Current Fines Are Insufficient to Deter Violations 

SkyTaxi was fined an anemic $7,500 by CTA. Minor fines such as this are easily written off as the 

“cost of doing business” and are wholly inappropriate and ineffective for highly profitable 

companies like Charles River. To date, Charles River has not been penalized for these illegal 

importations despite a declared value of nearly $40,000,000 worth of monkeys, and the company 

stands to make much more money if these 1,980 monkeys are sold to their clients. The only real 

deterrent would come from civil and criminal enforcement including large fines, seizure of animals, 

and the closure of Canada’s borders to the international trade in endangered species of primates for 

experimentation. This evolving situation can't be allowed to develop into another SNC-Lavalin type 

affair where those with the financial means are given preferential treatment because they throw 

their weight around as employers. The laws exist precisely to make sure these big industry bullies 

do not get preferential treatment over the average Canadian. 

 

Time for Canada to Act 

It is imperative that Canada do its part to end the dangerous, unethical wildlife trade of endangered 

macaques for use in experimentation. Canadians have a responsibility not only for the well-being of 

people here and around the world, but for the sustainability of the few remaining forests in Asia and 

Mauritius that are fundamental to its Indigenous people’s culture and livelihoods. 

We urge the Government of Canada to immediately: 

• Require definitive, biological evidence that long-tailed macaques imported from Cambodia 

were bred and born in breeding facilities, as the U.S. has done. 

• Require definitive, biological evidence that long-tailed macaques imported from Cambodia 

were not trafficked across the border of Vietnam, Thailand, or Laos. 

• Invalidate the CITES permits of the monkeys imported on the illegal Charles River SkyTaxi 

chartered flights. 

• Ensure that all entities involved and within the jurisdiction of Canadian law, including 

corporations and individuals, be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 

• Increase penalties for permit violations as a deterrent against repeated violations so that 

paltry fines are not merely shrugged off as the cost of doing business here, and Canada is no 

longer perceived as a lax jurisdiction where Canadian and international laws that protect our 

global natural environment can easily be flouted. 

• Ensure that all Canadian agencies including Environment and Climate Change Canada, 

Canada Border Services Agency, Canadian Food Inspection Agency, Canadian Wildlife 

Service and the Wildlife Enforcement Directorate are coordinating and using best practices 

to prevent the illegal wildlife trade of long-tailed macaques and accurately assessing the 

zoonotic disease risks. 

http://www.cpsg.org/sites/cbsg.org/files/documents/PVA%20for%20the%20Long-tailed%20Macaque%20%28Macaca%20fascicularis%29.pdf
http://www.cpsg.org/sites/cbsg.org/files/documents/PVA%20for%20the%20Long-tailed%20Macaque%20%28Macaca%20fascicularis%29.pdf
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• Develop legislation that would prohibit the importation of all species of primates for use in 

biomedical experimentation. 

• Develop legislation that would benefit the conservation of long-tailed macaques by 

increasing global awareness of the threats they face.   

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Jones-Engel, Ph.D. 

Senior Science Advisor, Primate Experimentation 

PETA  

1-206-372-6190 


