
 

 

February 16, 2023 

 

Betty J. Goldentyer, D.V.M. 

Deputy Administrator 

USDA-APHIS-Animal Care 

 

Via e-mail: Betty.J.Goldentyer@usda.gov; ac.complaints@usda.gov  

 

Dear Dr. Goldentyer: 

 

Thank you in advance for your time. I’m writing on behalf of People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) to request that the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 

investigate another occasion in which a registered research facility, a licensed 

dealer, an accredited veterinarian, and a registered carrier failed to abide by 

federal Animal Welfare Act (AWA) regulations established to ensure the safe 

and legal movement of primates throughout the U.S. 

 

PETA’s latest documentation shows that Worldwide Primates, Charles River 

Laboratories, and JKL Secure Freight continue to violate Animal Welfare 

Regulations (AWR). 

 

Through the Freedom of Information Act, PETA has received certificates of 

veterinary inspection (CVI) from multiple state agencies documenting the 

veterinary inspection required for the inter- and intra-state transport of primates 

among facilities. The attached CVI shows that Worldwide Primates (58-B-0542), 

Charles River Laboratories (14-R-0144 and 14-B-0013), and L R Transport LLC 

(dba “JKL Secure Freight,” 88-T-0010) failed to comply with the AWRs noted 

below. This multiday, roughly 3,000-mile drive posed a risk to all 167 long-

tailed macaques in transit as well as the monkeys already at Charles River 

and the public at large. 
 

CVIs serve as records of the movements of primates throughout the U.S. 

Veterinary inspection of primates within 10 days of transport from facility to 

facility, as required by the CVI, is a critical step in maintaining the public health 

safety net that must be in place when moving species who have a demonstrated 

capacity for transmitting zoonotic diseases.  

 

Primate quarantine is failing to prevent the introduction and spread of dangerous 

pathogens into and throughout the U.S., and animals are moving between 

facilities carrying pathogens that represent significant public health risks. A case 

report just published by individuals working at the Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention (CDC), the Texas Department of State Health Services, and 

monkey importer Inotiv’s primate quarantine facility in Texas revealed that 

during 2022, at least four monkeys imported from Cambodia into Texas had been 

released from quarantine despite being infected with and likely shedding 

Burkholderia pseudomallei. This deadly pathogen is classified as a bioterrorism 

agent. 
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Additionally, CDC documents obtained by PETA through the Freedom of Information Act show 

that primates arriving in the U.S. between 2019 and 2021 were infected with Yersinia 

pseudotuberculosis, Yersinia enterocolitica, Shigella, Campylobacter, tuberculosis, simian 

retrovirus, and herpes B virus as well as undetermined pathogens that caused hemorrhagic 

gastroenteritis (bloody diarrhea) and erosive colitis with serositis (diarrhea so profound that the 

lining of the gut is shed). 

 

Worldwide Primates also imports long-tailed macaques from Cambodia, where Burkholderia 

pseudomallei is endemic. Evidence in the U.S. Department of Justice’s (DOJ) recent indictments 

of Cambodian government officials and nationals who allegedly conspired to import long-tailed 

macaques into the U.S. from Cambodia illegally implicates that Worldwide Primates has 

received some of the allegedly trafficked monkeys. The health histories of these wild-caught 

monkeys are even more obscure and complicated than those of captive-bred primates. 

 

Apparent Violations of AWRs 

As you know, CVIs are signed by USDA-accredited and state-licensed veterinarians. They are 

legal, regulatory documents required by law to be completed no more than 10 days prior to the 

delivery of primates. Carriers may only accept primates for transportation if the animals are 

accompanied by a valid CVI. 

 

 9 CFR § 2.78(a)(1): “No dealer … shall deliver to any intermediate handler or carrier for 

transportation, in commerce, or shall transport in commerce … any … nonhuman primate 

unless the … nonhuman primate is accompanied by a health certificate executed and issued 

by a licensed veterinarian [stating that] the licensed veterinarian inspected the … nonhuman 

primate on a specified date which shall not be more than 10 days prior to the delivery of the 

… nonhuman primate for transportation.” 

 9 CFR § 2.78(a)(2)(c): “No intermediate handler or carrier to whom any live … nonhuman 

primate is delivered for transportation by any dealer, research facility, exhibitor, broker, 

operator of an auction sale, or department, agency, or instrumentality of the United States or 

any State or local government shall receive a live … nonhuman primate for transportation, in 

commerce, unless and until [the animal] is accompanied by a health certificate issued by a 

licensed veterinarian in accordance with [9 CFR § 2.78(a).” 

 9 CFR § 2.38(h)(1)(i): “No research facility, including a Federal research facility, shall 

deliver to any intermediate handler or carrier for transportation, in commerce, or shall 

transport in commerce any … nonhuman primate unless the … nonhuman primate is 

accompanied by a health certificate executed and issued by a licensed veterinarian. The 

health certificate shall state that … the licensed veterinarian inspected the … nonhuman 

primate on a specified date which shall not be more than 10 days prior to the delivery of the 

… nonhuman primate for transportation.” 

 

Repeat Offenses 
This most recent complaint follows our April 2022 one to APHIS that documented a 17-month 

period over which we identified 56 apparent violations of the AWRs, involving more than 1,881 

primates from five research facilities or dealers across sites in five states. These animals were 

shipped to nine research facilities or intermediate handlers in 10 states. So far, APHIS has cited 

Charles River Laboratories (on July 25) for a shipment from Charles River Reno to the 
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University of Utah and JKL Secure Freight (on June 1) for 14 separate shipments. Charles River 

and JKL now warrant repeat citations. 

 

Resulting Health Risks to Monkeys and Humans 

Inappropriate veterinary inspections and the failure to comply with 9 CFR § 2.38(h)(1)(i), 9 CFR 

§ 2.78(a)(1), and § 2.78(c)(2) increase the public health risk for staff transporting the monkeys, 

staff at the receiving institutions, and potentially the public at large. The failure of USDA-

certified veterinarians to conduct timely inspections of the primates before and/or after 

movement across state lines poses enormous risks to the monkeys in transport, who may not be 

well enough to survive the stressful trips, as well as to the monkeys at the destination facility, 

who risk exposure to pathogens that the newly arrived animals may be shedding. 

 

Request: Immediate Investigation 

The public expects that USDA-accredited veterinarians, primate facilities, and transporters will 

comply with federal regulations designed to safeguard animal welfare and protect public health. 

In order to uphold your mission to the American public, we urge you to initiate an immediate 

investigation into these violations. Where appropriate, we ask that you suspend or revoke 

licenses or accreditations and/or pursue civil and/or criminal penalties through the USDA Office 

of the General Counsel and/or the DOJ. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

  
Kathy Guillermo  Lisa Jones-Engel, Ph.D. 

Senior Vice President  Senior Science Advisor, Primate Experimentation 

 

Enclosure 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection 
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5 1 OTH 7510227402 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

6 1 OTH 9942177320 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

7 1 OTH 4402241590 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

8 1 OTH 4505331097 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

9 1 OTH 6027607775 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

10 1 OTH 9092773787 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

11 1 OTH 3417708619 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

12 1 OTH 8290630481 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

13 1 OTH 3631553028 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

14 1 OTH 9011537522 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

15 1 OTH 3848987071 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

16 1 OTH 4150022844 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

17 1 OTH 4769371574 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

18 1 OTH 6434740474 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

19 1 OTH 5218883238 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

20 1 OTH 7409701568 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

21 1 OTH 8538982767 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

22 1 OTH 4201926611 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

23 1 OTH 4611201834 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

24 1 OTH 3966955907 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

25 1 OTH 6220343115 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

26 1 OTH 3549101205 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

27 1 OTH 5838927100 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test NR E
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28 1 OTH 9372531747 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

29 1 OTH 6869016270 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

30 1 OTH 8331924124 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

31 1 OTH 5426839310 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

32 1 OTH 3597028721 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

33 1 OTH 7050003692 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

34 1 OTH 5147734276 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

35 1 OTH 9134945642 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

36 1 OTH 5862463287 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

37 1 OTH 6328969995 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

38 1 OTH 7298888529 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

39 1 OTH 5901419740 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

40 1 OTH 9212928137 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

41 1 OTH 9884974702 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

42 1 OTH 5669183651 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

43 1 OTH 8836993623 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

44 1 OTH 3169674722 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

45 1 OTH 6216195939 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

46 1 OTH 8066216250 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

47 1 OTH 9125290972 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

48 1 OTH 4693359463 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

49 1 OTH 4765122706 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

50 1 OTH 4910092931 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test NR E
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51 1 OTH 6425032824 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

52 1 OTH 8002129977 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

53 1 OTH 8764633314 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

54 1 OTH 6819706031 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

55 1 OTH 9820416628 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

56 1 OTH 9769999303 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

57 1 OTH 9006501345 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

58 1 OTH 6777610510 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

59 1 OTH 9324083981 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

60 1 OTH 8860314088 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

61 1 OTH 3680847907 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

62 1 OTH 6031181964 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

63 1 OTH 4943297076 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

64 1 OTH 6235844566 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

65 1 OTH 7972465440 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

66 1 OTH 3463791996 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

67 1 OTH 8099505861 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

68 1 OTH 6447969973 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

69 1 OTH 3245075703 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

70 1 OTH 5968088923 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

71 1 OTH 7349714765 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

72 1 OTH 7485680385 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

73 1 OTH 8923024168 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test NR E
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74 1 OTH 8851858700 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

75 1 OTH 8961816343 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

76 1 OTH 9407002801 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

77 1 OTH 9972480282 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/25/2022 TB Test N

78 1 OTH 6312947893 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

79 1 OTH 7055846815 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

80 1 OTH 7872246993 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

81 1 OTH 8317934024 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

82 1 OTH 5657961650 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

83 1 OTH 7663861480 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

84 1 OTH 4911308808 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

85 1 OTH 9591773666 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

86 1 OTH 6828873410 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

87 1 OTH 4762442188 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

88 1 OTH 7643519281 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

89 1 OTH 8419483993 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

90 1 OTH 9370956286 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

91 1 OTH 9219165522 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

92 1 OTH 8371152331 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

93 1 OTH 9851063695 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

94 1 OTH 7773205831 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

95 1 OTH 3322851477 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

96 1 OTH 8148155664 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test NR E
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97 1 OTH 3294162258 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

98 1 OTH 4325571586 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

99 1 OTH 9321857202 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

100 1 OTH 6372308360 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

101 1 OTH 4462641658 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

102 1 OTH 8771461651 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

103 1 OTH 8404805399 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

104 1 OTH 6332348698 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

105 1 OTH 5616991798 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

106 1 OTH 4602402037 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

107 1 OTH 7629933046 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

108 1 OTH 8583798028 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

109 1 OTH 5872394915 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/26/2022 TB Test N

110 1 OTH 9336921664 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

111 1 OTH 4642900281 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

112 1 OTH 7469235356 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

113 1 OTH 6800082498 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

114 1 OTH 7094402389 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

115 1 OTH 5123583677 >2 y macaca fascicularis Male 5/27/2022 TB Test N

116 1 OTH 4393336742 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

117 1 OTH 4428227919 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

118 1 OTH 8020624008 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

119 1 OTH 8471944215 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test NR E
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120 1 OTH 6734078983 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

121 1 OTH 7888666018 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

122 1 OTH 7959625742 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

123 1 OTH 8598327397 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

124 1 OTH 5961874545 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

125 1 OTH 6278089752 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

126 1 OTH 7536205459 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

127 1 OTH 7586185193 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

128 1 OTH 7392462432 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

129 1 OTH 4761823111 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

130 1 OTH 7348841379 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

131 1 OTH 8777750689 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

132 1 OTH 9451667799 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

133 1 OTH 4005501463 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

134 1 OTH 4435575791 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

135 1 OTH 9459280846 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

136 1 OTH 4667014355 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

137 1 OTH 5556498757 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

138 1 OTH 6488715760 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

139 1 OTH 6545065637 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

140 1 OTH 9337434580 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

141 1 OTH 3020611773 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

142 1 OTH 8773237425 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test NR E
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143 1 OTH 3518458273 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

144 1 OTH 6912785503 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

145 1 OTH 7086579614 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

146 1 OTH 8886371570 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

147 1 OTH 3215248003 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

148 1 OTH 6309777295 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

149 1 OTH 3437239725 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

150 1 OTH 4826684566 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

151 1 OTH 6028535689 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

152 1 OTH 3444473943 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

153 1 OTH 4740944607 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

154 1 OTH 4639316417 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

155 1 OTH 7209825417 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

156 1 OTH 4355843115 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

157 1 OTH 3305567044 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

158 1 OTH 3885507881 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

159 1 OTH 3559745755 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

160 1 OTH 9507515733 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

161 1 OTH 9252851829 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

162 1 OTH 3154210083 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

163 1 OTH 5448146712 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

164 1 OTH 7738761070 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

165 1 OTH 4448997859 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test NR E
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166 1 OTH 6805818495 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N

167 1 OTH 6754799593 >2 y macaca fascicularis Female 5/27/2022 TB Test N
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